Mortality review: an exercise in improving competency and care.
Mortality review (MR) is the systematic analysis of end-of-life care examining deaths that occurred in designated locations or populations. The goal is to find ways to improve early intervention with those at risk of death, both individually and collectively. As a quality improvement method, MR includes input from multiple disciplines, including pharmacy, and it follows detailed, proscribed processes. While not a regulatory requirement, implementing MR routinely in long-term care settings has the potential to improve care for residents, decision-making, and coordination of care among staff.